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Biblical Hebrew Course 103 
Developing Grammatical Concepts 

Lesson 25  

   הכִרוּעשִׁ 
Adjectives: attributive & substantive 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

What we will learn in Lesson 25 
25.01  Introduce: adjectives 
25.02 Hebrew adjectives that occur frequently in TaNaKh 
25.03  Introduce: attributive adjectives  
25.04  Exercise: translate these phrases with attributive adjectives 
25.05  Additional translation exercises  
25.06  Introduce: substantive adjectives 
25.07  Examples of substantive adjectives 
25.08  Answers: to exercises 25.04 & 25.05 

25.09  Review vocabulary 
25.10  Weekly Parasha 

  

Mahane Yehuda market is beginning to reopen  

– everyone is still wearing masks       
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25.02 Hebrew adjectives that occur frequently in the TaNaKh  
 

ENGLISH DEFINITION 
INFLECTION (change in the form of a word) 

ms  
(masculine singular) 

fs 
(feminine singular) 

mp  
(masculine plural) 

fp 
(feminine plural) 

1).  great, big, large   דוֹל ה  גָּ דוֹלָּ דוֹלִים  גְּ דוֹלוֹת גְּ  גְּ
2).  many, great, numerous  ה  רַב  רַבוֹת רַבִים רַבָּ
3).  evil, wicked, bad  ה  רַע עָּ עִים רָּ עוֹת רָּ  רָּ
4).  near, close רוֹב ה קָּ רוֹבָּ רוֹבִים קְּ רוֹבוֹת  קְּ  קְּ

5).  light, easy, simple קַלוֹת  קַלִים קַלָּה קַל 
6).  clean, pure (ceremonially) Lev 10:10 הוֹר ה טָּ הוֹרָּ הוֹרִים טְּ הוֹרוֹת  טְּ  טְּ
7).  beautiful, wonderful  ה יָּפֶה  יָּפוֹת  יָּפִים יָּפָּ
8).  strong, powerful, mighty   

Deut 31:6, Josh 1:6-9; 1Chron 22:13, 
28:20, 2Chron 32:7 

זָּק ה חָּ  חֲזָּקוֹת  חֲזָּקִים חֲזָּקָּ

9).  unclean, impure (in terms of religion)  

Lev 10:10 מֵא ה טָּ מֵאָּ מֵאִים טְּ מֵאוֹת טְּ  טְּ

10). straight, honest  ר ה יָּשָּ רָּ שָּ רִים יְּ שָּ רוֹת  יְּ שָּ  יְּ
11). holy, sacred, hallowed  דוֹש ה קָּ דוֹשָּ דוֹשִים קְּ דוֹשוֹת  קְּ  קְּ

12). good, pleasant, appropriate ה טוֹב  טוֹבוֹת  טוֹבִים טוֹבָּ
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ENGLISH DEFINITION 
INFLECTION (change in the form of a word) 

ms  
(masculine singular) 

fs 
(feminine singular) 

mp  
(masculine plural) 

fp 
(feminine plural) 

1).  great, big, large   דוֹל ה  גָּ דוֹלָּ דוֹלִים  גְּ דוֹלוֹת גְּ  גְּ
2).  many, great, numerous  ה  רַב  רַבוֹת רַבִים רַבָּ
3).  evil, wicked, bad  ה  רַע עָּ עִים רָּ עוֹת רָּ  רָּ

4). wise, skillful  ָּכ םחָּ מָּ   ה חֲכָּ מִים    חֲכָמוֹת חֲכָּ

4).  near, close רוֹב ה קָּ רוֹבָּ רוֹבִים קְּ רוֹבוֹת  קְּ  קְּ
6).  light, easy, simple קַלוֹת  קַלִים קַלָּה קַל 

7).  clean, pure (ceremonially) Lev 10:10 הוֹר ה טָּ הוֹרָּ הוֹרִים טְּ הוֹרוֹת  טְּ  טְּ
8).  beautiful, wonderful  ה יָּפֶה  יָּפוֹת  יָּפִים יָּפָּ
9).  strong, powerful, mighty   

Deut 31:6, Josh 1:6-9; 1Chron 22:13, 
28:20, 2Chron 32:7 

זָּק ה חָּ  חֲזָּקוֹת  חֲזָּקִים חֲזָּקָּ

10).  unclean, impure (in terms of 

religion)  Lev 10:10 מֵא ה טָּ מֵאָּ מֵאִים טְּ מֵאוֹת טְּ  טְּ

11). straight, honest  ר ה יָּשָּ רָּ שָּ רִים יְּ שָּ רוֹת  יְּ שָּ  יְּ
12). holy, sacred, hallowed  דוֹש ה קָּ דוֹשָּ דוֹשִים קְּ דוֹשוֹת  קְּ  קְּ

13). good, pleasant, appropriate ה טוֹב  טוֹבוֹת  טוֹבִים טוֹבָּ

An adjective is a word that describes a noun. In English, adjectives generally precede the noun.  

For example: The small horse. The good horse. (adjectives are highlighted in yellow) 

While English has many adjectives, Hebrew has relatively few.  

Both Hebrew nouns & adjectives have gender (masculine or feminine) & number (singular or 

plural). 

The inflection* endings for Hebrew adjectives are the same as for nouns: 

Example: large or big ( לוֹגָד ) 
1The masculine singular adjective remains in the simple, lexical form of the word – גָדוֹל  
2feminine singular adds: דוֹלָה  -  ִִָה   גְּ
3masculine plural adds: יםִ - ִ  ִים דוֹל    גּֽ
4feminine plural adds: דוֹלוֹתִ - וֹת  גְּ

*Definition of inflection: change in the word to reflect gender & number   
 
  

 

25.01 Introduce: adjectives 

Grammar-Made-Simple: adjectives 
1). Hebrew adjectives generally follow the noun they modify. 

 They have the same inflection endings as nouns: fs:  ִִָה    mp:  ִִ ים    fp: ֹתִו  

2). Adjectives must agree with the noun (which is also called the antecedent). In other words, the adjective must 
agree with the noun in gender (masculine or feminine), number (singular or plural), and definiteness (with 
or without the article “the”). 

3). Often when a 3-4 letter masculine singular adjective has a  ָ   (kamats) under the 1st consonant, the kamats will 
become a    ְ  (sheva) when the adjective is inflected in the fs, mp, and fp.  

For example, גָּדוֹל becomes דוֹלָּה דוֹלִים ,גְּ דוֹלוֹת  & ,גְּ  גְּ

 
 

Grammar-Made-Simple: adjectives 
1). Hebrew adjectives generally follow the noun they modify. 
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1. beautiful woman _______________________________   

 

2. the good father _______________________________   

 

3. evil king _______________________________   

 

4. beautiful mother _______________________________   

 

5. the many brothers _______________________________   

 

6. large boy (child) _______________________________   

 

7. the evil daughter _______________________________   

 

8. strong child (boy) _______________________________   

 

9. evil man _______________________________   

 

10. strong kings _______________________________   

 

11. holy book _______________________________   

 

12. beautiful house  _______________________________   

 

13. good king _______________________________   

 

14. the big house _______________________________ 

We are going to learn about the attributive adjective. This adjective clarifies or modifies an 

attribute about the noun. For example, the good horse. (This adjective shows the horse is good.) 

Hebrew attributive adjectives: 

• Attributive adjectives ‘generally’ come after the nouns they describe (or modify). The 
word order, however, can be reversed if the adjective is to be emphasized. 

• Attributive adjectives and the nouns they modify agree in gender (masculine or feminine), 
in number (singular or plural), & in definiteness (with or without the article “the”).  

• If an attributive adjective is definite, then the noun it modifies must also be definite. If the 
adjective is definite, then both the adjective & the noun must have the article. 

Examples:  

Indefinite examples (eg, a good horse): Definite examples (eg: the good horse) 

good horse: בִוֹטִִסוִּס  the good horse: ּבִוֹהַטִִּסוִּהַס   

good mare: ִבָהוֹטִִסָהִוּס  (female horse) the good mare: ּבָהִוֹהַטִִִּסָהוּהַס  

good horses: יםִוִּס יםִוֹטִס  ב   the good horses: ִּיםִוּהַס יםִוֹהַטִּס  ב   

good mares: ִתוִֹבִוֹטִתִוֹסִוּס   the good mares: ּתִוִֹבִוֹהַטִּתִוֹסִוּהַס  
 

GRAMMAR-MADE-SIMPLE: Difference between substantive & attributive 
adjectives 

Notice how differently הַטּוֹבָה is translated when it is substantive as opposed to attributive  

Substantive: with substantive adjective, there is no noun for the adjective to modify 

ה   ”the goodness/ the good -- Ex 18:9, “all the goodness which YHVH did – הַטּוֹבָָּ֔

ָ֖ה  הוָּ ה יְּ ָׂ֥ שָּ ה אֲשֶר־עָּ ובָָּ֔ ל־הַטֹּּ  כָּ

Attributive: the attributive adjective generally follows the noun which it modifies 

רֶץ  ָ֣ אָּ ה הָּ הַטּוֹבָָּ֔  – the good land -- Dt 1:35, “see … the good land…” 

ה    ובָָּ֔ רֶץ הַטֹּּ ָ֣ אָּ ת הָּ ה  … אֵֵ֚ אֶָׂ֥   יִרְּ
We are going to learn about the attributive adjective. This adjective clarifies or modifies an 

attribute about the noun. For example, the good horse. (This adjective shows the horse is good.) 

In Hebrew, attributive adjectives: 

• Attributive adjectives ‘generally’ come after the nouns they describe (or modify). The 
word order, however, can be reversed if the adjective is to be emphasized. 

• Attributive adjectives and the nouns they modify agree in gender (masculine or feminine), 
in number (singular or plural), & in definiteness (with or without the article “the”).  

• If an attributive adjective is definite, then the noun it modifies must also be definite. Both 
the adjective & the noun must have the article. 

Examples:  

Indefinite examples (eg, a good horse): Definite examples (eg: the good horse) 

good horse: בִוֹטִִסוִּס  the good horse: ּבִוֹהַטִִּסוִּהַס   

good mare: ִבָהוֹטִִסָהִוּס  (female horse) the good mare: ּבָהִוֹהַטִִִּסָהוּהַס  

good horses: יםִוִּס יםִוֹטִס  ב   the good horses: ִּיםִוּהַס יםִוֹהַטִּס  ב   

good mares: ִתוִֹבִוֹטִתִוֹסִוּס   the good mares: ּתִוִֹבִוֹהַטִּתִוֹסִוּהַס  

25.03 Introduce: attributive adjectives 
 

25.03 Introduce: attributive adjectives 

25.04 Exercise: translate these with attributive adjectives  
 

25.04 Exercise: translate these with attributive adjectives  
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15. good daughters (בָּנוֹת) _______________________________ 

 

16. many women (Exek 16:41)_ _______________________________ (note: the noun for women is irregular) 

 

17. many days (Gen 21:34)  _______________________________   

 

18. and a great wind (1Ki 19:11) _______________________________ 

 

 

ישִׁחָכָם .1  _______________________________ א 
 

רִהַגָדוֹל ִ .2 בָָּּ֣ דְּ   _______________________________  (Dt 1:19) הַמ 
 

ים .3 ּֽ יםִרַבּ  ִ֥   _______________________________ (Gen 21:34) יָמ 
 

ה .4 ובָָ֔   _______________________________ (Dt 1:35) כָל־הַטֹּּ
 

ה .5 ובָָ֔ רֶץִהַטֹּּ   _______________________________ (Ex 18:9) הָאָָּ֣
 

ה .6 שָׁרָָ֑ רֶךְִיְּ דֶָּ֣   _______________________________ (Ps 107:7)  בְּּ
 

ה .7 וּחִַחֲדָשָָׁׁ֖   _______________________________ (Ezekiel 11:19) רִ֥
 

ה .8 יִָ֥דִחֲזָקָּֽ   _______________________________ (Ex 3:19) בְּּ
 

ב .9 וםִרָָ֭   _______________________________ (Ps 119:165) שָׁלָּ֣
 

םִ .10 ָׁ֖ רע  ׃הַיָשִָׁ֥  (Micah 2:7) _______________________________  

 

Substantive adjectives are used independently as nouns. They stand-alone, meaning there is no noun for the 

adjective to modify.  

When the word כַם  is used by itself, can mean “wise,” “a wise one,” or “a wise man”. Context will (”wise“) חָּ

dictate whether this is merely a noun or a substantive.  

When the definite article is used with כַם  ”.it is translated as “the wise one” or “the wise man ,חָּ
     Examples: 

ם כָָּ֗ חָּ  :(the wise man) הֶֶֽ

Ecc 8:17 - ר ֹּאמַַ֤ ם   אִם־ י כָּ חָּ הֶֶֽ  (“If the wise one/man will say…”) 

ים מִָ֔ חֲכָּ   :(the wise, or skillful, men) הַָ֣

 Ex 36:4 - יםִכָל־ חֲכָמ ָ֔ הַָּ֣  (“all the wise/skillful men…”) 

 

 

 

 

25.06 Introduce: substantive adjectives 
 

25.05 Introduce: substantive adjectives 

25.05 Additional translation exercises  
 

25.07 Additional translation exercises  
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וֹלִ .1  the great ones/men (for example: Ezekiel 21:14, NKJV: “It is the sword* that slays the – הַגָדָ֔

great ones/men” ִִיא רֶבִִ*ה ִ֗ ולִִִחָלָָּ֣לִחֶֶ֚ הַגָדָֹּ֔ ) 
 

ע .2  the evil thing (for example: Deut 4:25, Young’s Literal Translation: “have done the evil thing in – הָרַַ֛

the eyes of Jehovah” ִיך ה־אֱלהֶָׁ֖ הוָּֽ עֵינִֵ֥יִיְּ עִבְּּ םִהָרַַ֛ יתִֶ֥   ( וַעֲש 
 

ריִהִַ .3 שִָָּׁ֥  – the straight/right/upright one (for example: Micah 2:7, Aramaic Bible in Plain English: 

“with/to the upright one”  ר׃ םִהַיָשִָׁ֥ ָׁ֖    (ע 
 

ה .4  ”the goodness/ the good (for example: Ex 18:9, “all the goodness which YHVH did – הַטּוֹבָָ֔

הִ ובָָ֔ הוָָׁ֖הִִכָל־הַטֹּּ הִיְּ אֲשֶׁר־עָשִָ֥ ) 

 
 
 
 

  

25.07 Examples of substantive adjectives (refer to 25.02 for vocabulary)  
 

25.06 Examples of substantive adjectives (refer to 25.02 for vocabulary)  

Note: if both have an article, then adjective is probably an attributive. 

If there is only an adjective and no noun, then it is probably a substantive adjective. 

 

 

Note: if both have an article, then adjective is probably an attributive. 

If there is only an adjective and no noun, then it is probably a substantive adjective. 

 

GRAMMAR-MADE-SIMPLE: Difference between substantive & attributive adjectives 

Notice how differently הַטּוֹבָה is translated when it is substantive as opposed to attributive  

Substantive: with substantive adjective, there is no noun for the adjective to modify 

ה  ל־  ”the goodness/ the good -- Ex 18:9, “all the goodness which YHVH did – הַטּוֹבָָּ֔ כָּ

ָ֖ה  הוָּ ה  יְּ ָׂ֥ שָּ ה אֲשֶר־עָּ ובָָּ֔  הַטֹּּ

Attributive: the attributive adjective generally follows the noun which it modifies 

רֶץ  ָ֣ אָּ ה הָּ הַטּוֹבָָּ֔  – the good land -- Dt 1:35, “see … the good land…” 

ה    ובָָּ֔ רֶץ הַטֹּּ ָ֣ אָּ ת הָּ ה  … אֵֵ֚ אֶָׂ֥   יִרְּ
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1. beautiful woman ִהִיָפָה שָּׁ  א 

2. the good father (Ezek 18:4) ִבִוֹהַטִִּהָאָב    

3. evil king מֶלֶךְִרַע  

4. beautiful mother ִאֵםִיָפָה   

5. the many brothers (Num 32:6) ִִַיםִה יםִבִּ רִַהִָאַח     

6. large boy (child) לִוֹיֶלֶדִגָד  

7. the evil daughter ִַרָעָהִהִִִָתבִַּה  

8. strong child (boy) ֶלֶדִחָזָקִי    

9. evil man י רַעִשׁא    

10. strong (Judges 18:26) kings ִים לָכ  יםִמְּ חֲזָק    

11. holy book וֹשִׁסֵפֶרִקָד  

12. beautiful house  ִַּיָפֶהִִיתב  

13. good king ִמֶלֶךְִטוֹב 

14. the big house הַגָדוֹלִִִהַבַּית  

15. good daughters  טוֹבוֹתִִבָּנוֹת  

16. many women (Exek 16:41)   ות יםִרַבָֹּּ֑ ָּ֣    נָשׁ 

17. many days (Gen 21:34) ים ּֽ יםִרַבּ  ִ֥    יָמ 

18. and a great wind (1Ki 19:11) ה ולָָ֡ דֹּ וּחִַגְּ רָּ֣    וְּ

 

ישִׁחָכָם .1  a wise man א 
 

רִהַגָדוֹל ִ .2 בָָּּ֣ דְּ  the great desert  (Dt 1:19) הַמ 
 

3. ִִ֥ יםיָמ  ּֽ יםִרַבּ   (Gen 21:34) many days 
 

הִ .4 ובָָ֔  all the good things (Dt 1:35) כָל־הַטֹּּ
 

ה .5 ובָָ֔ רֶץִהַטֹּּ   the good land (Ex 18:9) הָאָָּ֣
 

ה .6 שָׁרָָ֑ רֶךְִיְּ דֶָּ֣  a straight path/road (Ps 107:7)  בְּּ
 

הִ .7 וּחִַחֲדָשָָׁׁ֖   a new spirit (Ezekiel 11:19) רִ֥
 

ה .8 יִָ֥דִחֲזָקָּֽ   by a strong hand (Ex 3:19) בְּּ
 

ב .9 וםִרָָ֭   a great peace (Ps 119:165) שָׁלָּ֣
 

ר׃ִ .10 םִהַיָשִָׁ֥ ָׁ֖  with righteous (Micah 2:7) ע 

            Answers to Exercise: 25.04 
 

 

            Answers to Exercise: 25.04 
 

            Answers to Exercise: 25.07 
 

 

            Answers to Exercise: 25.07 
 

 

 
 

            25.08 Answers to Exercise: 25.04 & 25.07 
 

 

            25.08 Answers to Exercise: 25.04 & 25.07 
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Vocabulary List for this lesson. Please also refer to 25.02  

שאִי  man (N-ms)  ִה שָּ א  woman (N-fs) סוּס   horse (N-ms) 

רָהִוֹתּ  Torah (N-fs) ִסֵפֶר book (N-ms) ִָיםשִׁ נ  women (N-fp) 

יםשִׁ אֲנִָ  men/people (N-mp)  מֶלֶך king (N-ms) ִַרוּח spirit/wind (N-fs) 

 great/many (adj-m) רַב great/large (adj-ms) גָּדוֹל mother (N-fs) אֵם

קַל   evil/bad (adj-ms)  רַע  light/easy (adj-ms)  רוֹב  close/near (adj-ms) קָּ

הוֹר  זָּק  beautiful/wonderful (adj-ms) יָּפֶה  pure/clean (adj-ms)   טָּ  strong/powerful (adj-ms) חָּ

רgood/pleasant (adj-ms) טוֹב  דוֹש  straight/honest (adj-ms)  יָּשָּ  holy/sacred/hallowed (adj-ms) קָּ

מֵא  unclean/impure (adj-ms) טָּ ם   כָּ חָּ  wise (N & adj-ms) 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

Vocabulary for Masculine Nouns listed below: 

 mount (mountain) הַרִ brother אָח

יםִ יםִִ brothers אַח  הָר   mountains 
ןִבִֵּ  son  אֲנָּשִים  God הָּ

יםִבִָּ נ   sons (children) שֵם  name 
תִבִַּ י   house הַשֵׁם  the name 

תִים   people עַם  houses בָּ
םִוֹיִ  day ִהָעָם the people 

םִוִֹהַיִ  the day  הַדֶרֶך the way 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary List for this lesson. Please also refer to 25.02  

שאִי  man (N-ms)  ִה שָּ א  woman (N-fs) סוּס   horse (N-ms) 

רָהִוֹתּ  Torah (N-fs) ִסֵפֶר book (N-ms) ִָיםשִׁ נ  women (N-fp) 

יםשִׁ אֲנִָ  men/people (N-mp)  מֶלֶך king (N-ms) ִַרוּח spirit/wind (N-fs) 

 great/many (adj-m) רַב great/large (adj-ms) גָּדוֹל mother (N-fs) אֵם

קַל   evil/bad (adj-ms)  רַע  light/easy (adj-ms)  רוֹב  close/near (adj-ms) קָּ

הוֹר  זָּק  beautiful/wonderful (adj-ms) יָּפֶה  pure/clean (adj-ms)   טָּ  strong/powerful (adj-ms) חָּ

רgood/pleasant (adj-ms) טוֹב  דוֹש  straight/honest (adj-ms)  יָּשָּ  holy/sacred/hallowed (adj-ms) קָּ

מֵא   unclean/impure (adj-ms) טָּ
 

 
  

 
 
 

25.09 Review Vocabulary 

25.10 Weekly Parasha reading  
1. Go to: www.RestoringTorah.org  
2. Click on Calendar & select the current year 
3. Scroll down to current month 

 

http://www.restoringtorah.org/
http://www.restoringtorah.org/

