Biblical Hebrew Course 101
— Boot Camp —

Lesson 5

a7 MYY

Gutturals, Hataf Vowels, &
Canti\lllation Marks

All ages (from youngsters throngh seniors) have fun learning God’s holy Word

501 Introduce the guttural consonants (letters)

502 Introduce the chataf vowels

503 Grammar-Made-Simple: chataf vowels

504 Practice reading and writing the chataf vowels
505 More practice reading

506 Let’s read Joshua 1:9 in Hebrew

507 Introduce emphasis marks (aka accent or cantillation marks)

Don’t forget to bring your completed homework to class &
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5.01 Introduce the Hebrew guttural letters (consonants)

1 The guttural letters are: aleph (X), hay (i7), chet (1), ayin (V), and sometimes resh ().

2. Hebrew guttural letters are pronounced in the back of the throat. Today, however, many Westerners
have difficulty correctly pronouncing the ayin & the resh.

3. Gutturals cannot take a dagesh within the letter; meaning, they cannot be doubled.

5.02 /Introduce the chataf vowels

1. Chataf vowels are a combination of a sheva ( % ) plus a patach (%), segol ( % ), or a kamats (% ).

2. The chataf vowels are half or reduced vowels. They have a quicker sound than their corresponding single
vowel.

3. The chataf patach has the sound of the patach (ah as in “spa”); the chataf segol has the sound of the segol
(eh as in “bed”). These chataf vowels generally appear under guttural letters.

4. 'The chataf kamats is different — it does not have the sound of “ah”, as in “spa”; instead, its sound is

always a long O (as in “row”).

Chataf (also written as chatef) vowels

Chataf Name of Sound of vowel BIO,Ck vowel Write each chataf
Vowel vowel with aleph
. ah as in “spa”; same sound as
CE a?a% Qa%:‘ch patach; generally appear under }:{
B gutturals ’
‘7130 o eh as in “bed”’; same sound as S
chataf se_g_z)l segol; generally appear under X
gutturals. h

0 as in “row”’. Chataf kamats can

VDQ LTQU appear with any letter — unlike the

chataf kamats other chatafs which can be used N

only with gutturals. Its sound is
always a long O as in “row”.

5.03 Grammar-Made-Simple: Chataf/Chatef Vowels

® (Chataf patach (_) & chataf segol () vowels:

1
1
1
1
1
: 1. Generally appear under guttural consonants X (aleph), i1 (hay), T (chet), ¥ (ayin), & sometimes "
! (resh). '

: 2. Are pronounced quicker & shorter than the regular patach (as in “spa”) & segol (as in “bed”).

1

|

1

1

1

1

1

® Chataf kamats (1_)
1. Can be used with any consonant.

2. Sound is along O (as in “row”).
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5.04 Practice reading and writing the chataf vowels below

aleph

silent

N

Ry A

aleph with chataf segol

eh as in bed

kY 4

Ry A

aleph with chataf patach

ah as in spa

X

&y A

aleph with chataf kamats

oh (long O, as in row)

X

n hay silent (as in hi) n
n hay with chataf segol heh as in hello n
hay with chataf patach hah as in ha

)

hay with chataf kamats

hoh (long O, as in hold)

-
3

chet

ch as in Bach

hm |

chet with chataf segol

cheh as in chet

i)

i |

chet with chataf patach

chah as is chataf

=

G |

chet with chataf kamats

choh (long O, as in row)

P

ayin

silent

& %4

ayin with chataf segol

eh as in bed

|

R

ayin with chataf patach

ah as in spa

Je=

ayin with chataf kamats

0 (long O, as in over)

=
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5.05 Now, we are going to practice putting these sounds together!

Our objective is to become familiar with the letters and their sounds .... not to memorize words.

Read & Write words below

Transliteration Practice writing each
(please, try to read word

before looking at .
transliteration) (use block print)

1)”;;8 love (noun) ah-hah-vah

Hebrew Translation

25ATN earth, ground ah-dah-mah
T T

3)”?:7&” the earth (Gen 12:3) hah-ah-dah-mah
IT T

‘”Nuﬂ sinner chah-tah
T -3

5)ﬁ wx who, which, where, that ah-shehr

chataf (also, pronounced chatef)

6)nun is a half or reduced vowel. (eg, chah-tahf
- the vowels we studied in this lesson)

7)”&’”5 he will do, make (Num 9:14) yah-ah-seh

s)n ?: N % Tip below truth eh-meht

Q)PTn strong (imperative or command) | chah-zahk

10)??3&1 « Tip below & courage (& courageous) veh-eh-mahtz

T e

“Be strong and of good courage”

Congratulations said to Torah service participants at chah-zahk veh-eh-mahtz

11)??9&1 PIU the end of Torah service. (Deut 31:6, 7, 23; Josh 1:6, 7,

** 9, 18, 10:25; 2Sam 10:12; 1Chron 19:13, 22:13, 28:20;
2Chron 32:7)
. . roots (as in the “root” of a word). hohrah.sh
12)=,wﬂw Note singular form of W¥ (shoresh) has a cholam shoti-tah-susel
ToTE instead of a chataf kamats.
519N ship (Jonah 1:3,4; Proverbs 30:19) oh-nec-yah
birds . ) . tsee-poh-reem
14)=,ﬂ93 Note singular form of 719% (bird) has a cholam vav
T instead of a chataf kamats.
) prmes lar f £ 1R (o h hol oh-rah-neem
15)= :1”8 Note singular form of 17X (pine tree) has a cholam

instead of a chataf kamats.

* Tip Normally when there are 2 segols in a 3-4 letter word, the accent is on the first segol. However, when a word has a chataf segol and a
segol, the accent remains on the final syllable; it does not move to the first.

segol, so the accent remains on the final syllable.
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5.06 Let’s read Joshua 1:9... in Hebrew!

Words for Joshua 1:9

. Transliteration
Hebrew Translation ansiiteratio
I [YHVH] have commanded you. Note: ] is not a
:I’,TI"IK shurek; it is a vav that is doubled. (We shall study the tseev-vee-tee-chah
doubling of a consonant in a future lesson.)
PIB be strong chah-zahk
?’73 N3 & courage (courageous) veh-ch-mahtz
3
>
!

—ﬁ
i3
%

~J
I—t

Patach —

“I have commanded you to be strong & of good courage,” Joshua 1:92

5.07 Brief explanation of cantillation marks

In the 600s AD, the Masoretes added vowels and other markings to the Hebrew letters in order to
ensure accurate pronunciation. (Today, these markings are found in Biblical writings.)

The Masoretic text includes cantillation/accent markings. These special matks are placed on accented
syllables. These marks are placed either above or below the consonantal letters (the consonants).

The verse below includes these extra marks (aka cantillation marks, accents, tropes).
Explanation and example of these marks:
¢ In the first word below, there are 2. (One is above the tav; the other is above the chaf sofit)
e In the 2" word, the mark looks like a backwards “L” and is be/ow the zayin.
e And in the 3" word, above the mem is a mark that resembles a colon.

n
oY
?S)ﬁ?’..ﬁ/
(o)
201 Hebrew Verbs fully conjugated in all the forms ... A great tool to further your studies!

Barron’s Educational Series, Inc. *ISBN: 0-8120-0331-4.

(Order used; ours was published in 1970! Sometimes it takes several weeks to arrive &
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