Biblical Hebrew 102

Introduction to Grammatical Concepts
Lesson 12

20 MY
Feminine Nouns & the Definite Article

“...man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything
that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD,” Dt 8:3; Mt 4:4.

What we will learn in Lesson 12
12.01 Review: masculine nouns
12.02 Introducing feminine nouns
12.03 Exercise with feminine nouns (Answers on 12.10)
12.04 Morphology and abbreviations
12.05 Morphology & abbreviation exercise (Answers on 12.11)
12.06 Grammar-Made-Simple: feminine nouns
12.07 Quick Review: the Hebrew definite article: the word “the”
12.08 Homework Worksheet (Answers on 12.12)
12.09 Vocabulary words
12.10 Answers for exercise with feminine nouns (Exercise 12.03)
12.11 Answers for Morphology & abbreviation exercise (Exercise 12.05)
12.12 Answers for Homework worksheet (Homework sheet 12.08)
12.13 Weekly Parasha Reading

Biblical Hebrew 102 - Lesson 12. www.RestoringTorah.org © 01-30-2025 Les’a & Don Cole 6 | Pa ge



http://www.restoringtorah.org/

12.01 Review: masculine nouns

Reminder: all Hebrew nouns are either masculine or feminine. Unlike in English, there are no “its”
in Hebrew. (For example, in Hebrew the “book” is masculine; where as in English, book is an it)
Masculine Nouns:
» Masculine singular nouns do not have a particular ending.

» Most masculine nouns are made plural by adding “chirek”, “yod/yud” & “mem sofit”- 07,

to the end of the word. (Note: “chirek” is not under “yod”; it is under previous consonant.)

Examples of 3 Masculine Nouns

mlascuiine W.DO -]U -];I
sngtar book mount male

maslculilne D’jpo D’ja D’j;}'
Pl books mountains males

12.02 Introducing feminine nouns
» Most feminine nouns end with “kamats” + “hay” ( 11%) or “tav” ().

Most feminine nouns are made plural by adding a “cholam vav” plus a “tav’” (N1)
which is a “cholam” & a “vav” plus a “tav” to the end of the word.

Examples of 3 Feminine Nouns

fe-min]ine njjn HUQWD nlxm

singuiar Torah or instruction family commandment, obligation or deed
femiine nvin | ninown nign

prurd Torahs or instructions families commandments, obligations or deeds

12.03 Exercise with feminine nouns ranswers on 12:10)
Write the Hebrew on the lines below. (Hint: refer to box—.)

"Torah 770
2daughter

Sland
*commandment
*daughters
*family

'mother

Sthe daughter
‘families

Yands
"commandments
“mothers
BTorahs (or instructions)
Msoul

female horse (mare)
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12.04 Morphology and abbreviations -- time saver!!
Morphology is the study of word formation; regardless of whether it a word is noun, verb, etc.
For example, the morphology of 77IA (Torah) is: noun, feminine, singular.

Abbreviations for morphology helps individuals understand a particular word.

For example, the abbreviation for 771R is: N-fs (“N” tells that this word is a noun. “f” word
is feminine. “s” word is singular.)

5 abbreviations which we will continue practicing for this lesson:
N = noun (often the letter “N”” will be followed by a “dash” to clarify the letters following
refer to that noun. Refer to above)

f = feminine
m = masculine
s = singular
p = plural

> <

art = article (“the”: generally written with a “hay”, “patach”, and a “dagesh chazak™: :3J)
Hebrew abbreviations are fairly uniform. Once you are familiar with these abbreviations, you will find
it is easy to understand the slight variations that some study books may use.

12.05 Morphology & Abbreviation Exercise (answerson 12:11)

Fill in the English Translation a1 BoE
Hebrew (refer to vocabulary list on 11.02) Fill in Hebrew Motrphology & Abbreviations
7990 Torah* or instruction N-fs (noun-feminine singular)
20990 Torahs* or instructions N-fp (noun-feminine plural)
330@(@}73 family
aninoYn
578N commandment, deed, or duty
6NiYN
7n;
Slalohy art; N-fs
9ni12
10;2;';) 3
1173070 female horse or mare (Song of Songs 1:9)

* Yes, Torah is a proper noun; we will cover proper nouns in Lesson 13.

12.06 Grammar-Made-Simple: feminine nouns
» Feminine singular nouns generally have particular endings: “kamats” + “hay” (11%7) or “tav” (IN)

o Feminine plural nouns generally are made plural by adding: “cholam vav” (or “cholam”) & “tav” (.Tﬂ)
to the end of the word.
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12.07 Quick Review: The definite article: the word “the”
In both English and Hebrew, there are definite articles. In English, the definite article is the word “the.”
In Hebrew, the definite article is not a separate word; it is attached to a noun.

a. Articles are generally written with a “hay” & “patach” and have a “dagesh chazak” in next
consonant: (]
O ‘Torah (171M) becomes the Torah (F1IND)
0 Commandment (i7]¥7) becomes the commandment (17]X71J)
b. Exception: an article that precedes a “guttural”. (‘Gutturals are: N, 7, 7, ¥ & sometimes 7))

When an article precedes a guttural:
o The vowel under the “hay” changes from “patach” to “kamats” (3) or to a “segol” (7).
o There is no “dagesh” in the following letter. ("Why”? Because “gutturals’ cannot take a
“dagesh”.)
o Examples of when the article precedes a guttural:
a. 7N (land) becomes VINJ (the land)
b. OX (mother) becomes OX{J (the mother)

c. VY (city) becomes 7’V (the city)

Feminine nouns singular & plural both with & without the article.
Hebrew Meaning Parsing Transliteration

ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ Torah* or instruction N-fs (noun-feminine singular) To-rah

ﬂjjna the Torah* art; N-fs (article; noun-feminine singular) haht-to-rah

lalmblal Torahs* or instructions N-fp (noun-feminine plural) To-rot

nﬁ}na the Torahs* or instructions art; N-fp (article; noun-feminine plural) haht-to-rot
anawn family N-fs meesh-pah-chah

anawng the family art; N-fs hahm-meesh-pah-chah

nin QW ) families N-fp meesh-pah-chot

ﬂ"iﬁ@W?;JB the families (Jer 33:24) art; N-fp ham-meesh-pah-chot
VWN land (Gen 1:10) N-fs ehrehts

TN the land (Gen 1:1) art; N-fs -

NiXIN lands N-fp ah-rah-tsot

ﬂgj&,ﬂ the lands (Gen 26:4) art; N-fp hah-ah-rah-tsot
HIKD commandment (obligation or deed) N-fs meets-vah

,_f:l_x?ja the commandment (Dt 5:31) art; N-fs ham-meets-vah

ﬂ'lg?j commandments (obligations or deeds) N-fp meets-vot

ﬂ'lg?j:{ the commandments (Lev 27:34) art; N-fp hahm-meets-vot
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12.08 Homework Worksheet (answers on 12.12)

Vocabulary Words:
n'ﬂﬂ Torah* 471373 commandment OX  mother
n'ﬂﬂa the Torah* .‘QK?DU the commandment DNB the mother
nain Torahs* mKD commandments WBJ soul
NPT the Torahs (ot the instructions) mE?:U the commandments HDWD female horse (mare)
T0OWN  family N2 daughter T land
HU?WDB the family N2J  the daughter VNG the land
mﬂ‘.}tzm families m'J; daughters
NINOWNT the families
Write Hebrew Translation Write English Translation | Write Hebtew Abbreviations (refer to
(refer to Vocabulary List above) | (refer to Vocabulary List above) list of Abbreviations in section 11:04)
19990 Torah* N-fs (noun-feminine singular)
Zn_; y no the Torah* :i?gljl ;S (article; noun-feminine
31930 Torahs* N-fp (noun-feminine plural)
Cambioh| the Torahs* or instructions art; N-fp (article; noun-feminine plural)
SO
YT
TNINEYN
8 the families
1En
10,“13733 the commandment (Dt 5:31)
11 commandments
12nﬁ¥733 the commandments (Lev 27:34)
Exceptions. The following are feminine even though they do not end with either a “hay”( 1% or “tav” (N):
130K
MR
15793 soul, person (Gen 1:20)

* Yes, Torah is a proper noun; however, we will cover proper nouns in Lesson 13.
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12.09 Vocabulary words: (click & go to: Lesson 12: vocabulary flash cards)

» It is important to begin learning the vocabulaty words below. These high frequency
words appear frequently in the TaNakh.

Vocabulary Words:
AR Toran M8 commandment 0N mother

TINT  the Torah MIXMT the commandment AN the mother
DA Torahs DIXN  commandments WO soul

NIINT  the Torahs (or the instructions) NIXMAT the commandments 11970 female horse (mare)
TOBWN  family N2 daughter T land
NDWN T the family NAT  the daughter VINT the land
NINOWR families N2 daughters

NINDWNAT the families

HINTS for memorizing:
1. Write these words in your Hebrew vocabulary notebook.
2. Having a list of vocabulary words makes reviewing easy.

12.10 Answers for exercise with feminine nouns (Exercise 12.03)

"Torah 17in
*daughter N3
3land IR
*commandment XD
> daughters nia
® family RUQWD
"mother ]y
® the daughter naad

? families ﬂ?ﬂ@W?ﬁ
"lands NiXIN
" commandments n 7373
2 mothers NN

B Torahs (or instructions) nain
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12.11 Answers for Morphology & Abbreviation Exercise (Exercise 12.05)

Fill in the English Translation

Hebrew (refer to vocabulary list on 11.02) Fill in Hebrew Morphology & Abbreviations
ln‘pn Torah* or instruction N-fs (noun-feminine singular)
20990 Torahs* or instructions N-fp (noun-feminine plural)
SHUL_:)WD family N-fs (noun-feminine singular)
4n1nl_:)w73 families N-fp (noun-feminine plural)
5,‘(1373 commandment, deed, or duty N-fs (noun-feminine singular)
6NIXN commandments, deeds, or duties N-fp (noun-feminine plural)
N3 daughter N-fs (noun-feminine singular)
Sn;_-ff The daughter art; N-fs
9nu; daughters N-fp (noun-feminine plural)
IOWDJ soul, person N-fs (noun-feminine singular)
1 lﬂgjo female hotse ot mare (Song of Songs 1:9) N-fs (noun-feminine singular)

12.12 Answers for Homework Worksheet (Exercise 12.08)

Write Hebrew Translation Write English Translation Werite Hebrew Abbreviations
19 j_j gl Torah* N-fs (noun-feminine singular)

21 ok the Torah* art; N-fs (article; noun-feminine singular)
almblal Torahs* N-fp (noun-feminine plural)

4]']11]']:‘ the Torahs* or instructions art; N-fp (article; noun-feminine plural)
Shinflvga family N-fs

6,—“:@(;;'733 the family art; N-fs

7m'n§)¢;'73 families N-fp

S ahint=\hlohy! the families art; N-fp

9”1373 commandment N-fs

1 OI—‘JEDB the commandment (Dt 5:31) art; N-fs

1n4 XN commandments N-fp

129 ]x 73 0 the commandments (Lev 27:34) art; N-fp

* Yes, Torah is a proper noun; however, we will cover proper nouns in Lesson 13.
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12.12 continued: Answers for Homework Worksheet (Exercise 12.08)

Write Hebrew Translation | Write English Translation | Write Hebrew Abbreviations
Exceptions. The following are feminine even though they do not end with either a “hay”( 11%) or “tav” (I):
13N mother N-fs
1 4? N land N-fs
150553 soul, person (Gen 1:20) N-fs
Overwhelmed?

» Do not become overwhelmed by the various aspects of each grammatical rule. We only need
to be able to recognize these. Remember we are not writing the Bible.

» We will cover these rules with great repetition in the upcoming lessons.

» We will discuss reasons for vowel changes in a later lesson.

12.13 Weekly Parasha reading -

1. Go to Calendar on CFS website: www.HaithfulStewardship.org -- click on Calendar. Select current year

& scroll to current month.

2. OR click here to go directly: https:

www.faithfulstewardship.org/calendar

Select current vear & scroll to current month.
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